October 2020 Progress Report
Vessel traffic monitoring information for the Voluntary Protection Zone (VPZ) for Shipping on
the West Coast of Haida Gwaii is provided through the Enhanced Maritime Situational
Awareness system and the Pacific Safety Initiative (US). Vessel passages are monitored off the
west coast of Haida Gwaii to a distance of 200 nm.
October 2020 monitoring results show a high proportion (88%) of targeted commercial vessels
transiting outside the VPZ.1
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Monitoring results include commercial vessels over 500 gross tons transiting within 200 nautical miles of the west
coast of Haida Gwaii.

Vessels travelling through Dixon Entrance
With only two exceptions, all vessels that entered the VPZ in October did so as they entered or
exited Dixon Entrance. The majority of these vessels were travelling to or from Prince Rupert.
Based on this, the project committee will set up additional monitoring at Dixon Entrance to
better understand the traffic patterns in this area.

Weather Data
The project committee has obtained weather forecast data and is monitoring weather
conditions when vessels enter the VPZ. On average, October weather forecasts called for
stronger winds and higher wave heights than September. As the committee is interested in
understanding factors that affect routing decisions, weather is a relevant variable to track over
the duration of the trial.

Information and Questions
For more information on the trial, please visit haidagwaii-vpz.ca. If you have questions please
contact info@haidagwaii-vpz.ca.

We want your feedback! If you are a mariner operating a commercial ship over 500 gross tons
that transits along the west coast of Haida Gwaii we are interested in hearing from you. Please
fill out a short survey by clicking here.
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